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SEEDing Challenge
- - - - X
SEEDing Challenge is an annual high school pitch
competition hosted by SEED Club Foundation and Empower
Youth in Business. SEEDing Challenge provides an
engaging opportunity for high school students around
the world to share and accelerate their innovations on
one or more of the 17 United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.
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“
SEED Club gathers youth to learn and spark sustainable change through
their passions for business and sustainability.

”
What is SEED Club
- - - - X
SEED Club Foundation is a
sustainability x
entrepreneurship non-profit
organization founded by
passionate high school students
in 2020.
SEED Club aims to be a platform
that encourages high school
students to recognize and solve
world challenges through
innovative ideas. We hope to
use our funding and connection
to support young entrepreneurs
on this journey
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What is Empower Youth in Business (EYB)
Empowering Youth in Business,
otherwise known as EYB, is a
student-run organization that
strives to offer underprivileged
youth in the United States with
free business, entrepreneurship,
and economics resources and
opportunities. High-schoolers are
welcome to become a part of our EYB
team by applying as a student
volunteer to help provide free
virtual workshops, tutoring,
curriculum, lesson plans, and
competitions. Our mission is to
inspire both underprivileged youth and student volunteers to share
their passion for business and inspire one another to think like true
business men and women.

About SEEDing Challenge
- - - - X

Here are 3 reasons why you should join:
1.Get feedback from judges to forward your business
career
2.Chance to win up t0 $400 of cash prize
3.Chance to build connections with like-minded
students
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Competition Guideline
TEAM Eligibility and Requirements
1. Each team must consist of at least 1 student (age 13-18)
2. The team’s innovation must be original, with all team members
contributing in the process.
3. The team’s idea may include aspects created by other entities, as
long as the team gives credit to them.
4. Each team member must read, understand, and acknowledge the
terms and conditions of this competition
5. Optional submission deadline on July 16th, 2021 for general
feedback to improve your idea/pitch
6. ALL submissions are due before 11:59pm EDT on August 29th, 2021
7. Each team should only register once on our registration form
PITCH Eligibility and Requirements
1. Teams will create a pitch video
2. The pitch should surround one or more of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals
○ Indicate clearly in your pitch which SDG(s) you are working
on
Pitch Video
1. The pitch video should be at least 1 minute and no more than 3
minutes.
2. Your pitch video should contain
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○ The specific problem your team is trying to solve as part of
the SDGs
○ A detailed explanation of your solution
○ A competition analysis of your idea and the existing or
related market for it
3. The maximum number of members in the pitch video should not
exceed three
Executive Summary (optional)
1. We strongly recommend teams submit an one-page executive
summary of their innovation
2. You may include more information on your executive summary not
included in the pitch video
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Judges
Mark Betteridge

Living in Canada, Mark Betteridge is an angel investor in early stage
technology firms including biotechnology, medical devices, food
processing and parallel/serial computing. Mark is an advisor and an
early investor in publicly traded X-Biotech, realizing a 34x return on
investment after it went public on the stock market. Mark is a Board
member of the BC Business Council. He was also a founding director and
past Chair of the Board of Covenant House Vancouver. Mark also served
as the Chair of BC Agri-Food and Bio-Products Advisory Committee for
the BC Innovation Council. Previously, he was Vice Chair of the
Vancouver Economic Development Commission and a Director of the
Vancouver Aquarium, as well as a Director of the BC Technology
Industry Association. Currently, Mark holds the role as a Chairperson
in Current Taxi, a sustainable taxi company based in Canada.

9

Alwyn Slabbert

Alwyn Slabbert is an Industrial Engineer with strong ties to the Green
sector with particular emphasis on Operations Management in High Tech
startups.
He obtained his Engineering degree in South Africa and then obtained a
Honours Degree in Business Administration. He was one of the first
Industrial Engineers to be registered with the SA Council for
Professional Engineers as a professional Industrial Engineer.
With an initial base of general Mechanical Engineering consulting
experience, including general building services and design and
installation of large industrial and chemical projects, his emphasis
then shifted to agricultural and green industries. Initial projects
included design and construction of several agricultural processing
projects, as well as the development of a comprehensive computerised
Management Information system for agriculture.
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A move to Canada in the 90’s saw him involved in establishing
Manufacturing and Operations capabilities in Green High Tech startups
such as Ballard Power, where he managed the development of the
manufacturing function for 250kw stationary Fuel Cell Gensets for use
in several European centres. Subsequently he took over the management
of manufacturing of Fuel Cell bus engines supplied to the Mercedes
Benz Citaro subsidiary in Germany as part of the Clean Urban
Transportation in Europe (CUTE) programme.
Later noteworthy projects included among others establishing the
complete facilities infrastructure and Operations function for a
Vanadium Flow Battery startup; managing international projects in
mobile video surveillance for the largest North American supplier of
mobile video surveillance equipment and support of initial feasibility
studies for a Bio-Diesel project in Haida Gwaii in British Columbia.
Mr. Slabbert is currently retired but continues to support deserving
causes in the Green space.
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Rubric
Criteria

Description

Problem/
Need
(15 points)

1. Did the team clearly identify the
problem/need they are addressing and the
urgency of the problem/need?

Solution
(25 points)

1. Does the proposed solution address one or
more of the 17 SDGs?
2. How well did the team present its financials?
3. Is the solution...
a. Viable in a real-world application?
b. Scalable?

Target
Market
(15 points)

1. Did the team clearly identify the target
market and potential customers?
2. Did the team identify any opportunities
within the target market?
a. E.g. Stable or high growth? Price?
General or niche?

Competiti Did the team identify and address...
on
1. Competition environment in their respective
(15 points)
industry?
2. Barriers to entry/adoption?
Competiti
ve
Advantage
s
(15 points)

1. Did the team present a competitive analysis
and show the advantages of their idea?
2. Did the team articulate their unique selling
point(s) to their customer that is persuasive?

Team and
Presentati
on

1. Is the idea presented in an organized and
persuasive manner?
2. Did the team members present themselves in

Score Feedback
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(15 points)

a professional manner?
3. Are you able to restate the team’s idea/story
in a few sentences, after watching their
presentation?

Prizes
1st Place: $400 CAD
2nd Place: $150 CAD
3rd Place: $50 CAD

Competition Resources
Having trouble coming up with ideas? Don’t know where to start with
your new innovation? Don’t worry, we got you! Here are some resources
for you to enhance your pitch and innovation:
1. SEEDing Sunday includes information on sustainability/business
facts and advice. Go check it out on our Instagram and Website!
2. SEEDing Conversations include podcast interviews with esteemed
professionals in business and sustainability. Go check it out on
Spotify!

Slack Community
Join the SEEDing Challenge Slack community HERE to meet entrepreneurs
just like you!

